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TELECOPIER: (202) 626-3334

65 AVENUE LOUISE. BOX NO. 4
1050 BRUSSELS. BELGIUM

March 23, 1990 (02 535-5411

Superf . ‘
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS o SHRE' und R“‘st Center
’ LRy
Mr. Stephen J. Calder BREAK: _

Environmental Protection Agency OTHER~ SSQb3
Waste Management Division :

JFK Federal Building, HSN-CANS,
Boston, MA 02203

\

Re: Coakley Lahdfill, North Hampton and Greehland,
New Hampshire v

Dear Mr. Calder:

This letter responds on behalf of Browning-Ferris
Industries of New Hampshire, Inc. ("BFINH") to Merrill S.
Hohman's letter to .Ms. Donna L. Kolar dated February 2, 1990,
regarding the above-referenced landfill.

Before responding to your letter, BFINH wishes, based
upon its most recent investigations, to amend its response
(letter from Donna L. Kolar to Mr. Paul Marchessault dated
.December 8, 1987) to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency's previous 104 (e) request dated October 26, 1987,
regarding the Coakley Landfill. 1In its response, BFINH stated
that it and its predecessor-in-interest, Great Bay Dlsposal

~Service, Inc. ("Great Bay"), only took incinerator ash from the
Portsmouth Energy Recovery plant_("PER") located on Pease Air
Force Base to the Coakley Landfill, and that neither BFINH nor
Great Bay selected the Coakley Landfill because the PER and City
of Portsmouth required that the waste be taken to the Coakley
Landfill.

Recently, BFINH has learned that Great Bay also hauled
municipal wastes to the Coakley Landfill from various residences
and commercial and industrial entities in the City of Portsmouth,
the Towns of New Castle, Newington and North Hampton between 1972
and July 1982. To the best of BFINH's knowledge, the only

1. Great Bay's contract with the PER facility states that the
PER facility was to open on July 1, 1982. We have not been
able to confirm the date upon which it actually opened. °
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materials it or its predecessor-in-interest Great Bay transported
to the Coakley landfill after July 1982 was the incinerator ash.
As was true with the incinerator ash, Great Bay did not select
the Coakley Landfill for the disposal of municipal wastes.
Instead, these wastes were designated to go to the Coakley

. Landflll by the Clty of Portsmouth. BFINH will document this

fact to the Agency in the near future.

In response to your specific questions, BFINH submnits
the follow1ng response:

1) Describe in detail how you or your company handled
and disposed of all solid and hazardous waste, ‘
from 1972 to 1985, inclusive, including, but not
limited to the following details:

a. Describe whether your practices involved any
segregation of waste before disposal, and how
after you handled and disposed of each type
of waste after segregation.

Great Bay had a strong policy against transporting liquid
waste. It notified its customers that it would not
transport liquid waste and requested them not to place such
wastes in trash which was to be transported by Great Bay.
Furthermore, Great Bay. instructed its drivers that if they
saw any of these containers to remove them. Accordingly, to
the best of its knowledge, Great Bay did not haul to the

Coakley Landfill any liquids 1nc1ud1ng used o0il, solvents,
or sludges. :

b. Describe whether any of your waste handllng
and disposal practices changed during this
period, and if so, on what date and describe
the procedures in effect before and after
each change.

However, after the PER facility opened, to the best of
BFINH's knowledge, Great Bay took all of its wastes, except
the incinerator ash, from Portsmouth, New Castle, Newington,
and North Hampton to the PER fac111ty.
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To the best of BFINH's knowledge, the waste handling
procedures described above, were in effect during the entire
period in which Great Bay was in operation.

" Ce Provide any documentation you have concerning
any such waste handling or disposal practices
or procedures (for example, without
limitation: manifests, invoices, purchase
orders, internal memoranda, dump receipts,
company policies), and give the name and
current address of any person who might have
knowledge of such practices or procedures.

BFINH has not located any documents of Great Bay regarding the
policy described above or related to its use of the Coakley
Landfill. The information provided in response. to request 1 (a)
is based upon interviews of former drivers and Great Bay's former
owner. The affidavits of these individuals will be. submltted to
the Agency in the near future.

2) Describe any knowledge you or your company have of
the disposal of any industrial or liquid waste at
the 8ite by you, your company or any other person
or entity after or before regular business hours.
Give the name and current address of any persons
who mlght have knowledge of such disposal.

Larry Clark, currently employed by BFINH, witnessed the Navy
disposing of brownish dirt-like waste at the Coakley
Landfill after hours. According to Mr. Clark, he observed
the Navy dumping this material into a pit whiCh was located
directly across from the scales near the landfill entrance
shortly after 5:00 in the evening. If you wish to contact
Mr. Clark, please arrange to do so through me.

3) List the name and current (sic) of all entities
for which you or your company transported any
waste to the 8ite from 1972 to 1985.

BFINH does not have the records necessary to answer this
request as it pertains to activities prior to 1982. It is’
enclosing as Attachment A a list of Great Bay's accounts in late
1982. The waste from any of the entities on this list which are
located in the City of Portsmouth, or the Towns of Newington, New
Castle and North Hampton would have gone to the Coakley Landfill
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if they were customers of Great Bay between 1972 and July 1982.
BFINH has confirmed through interviews of its former Great Bay
employees that the entities listed on Attachment B were customers
of Great Bay whose wastes were hauled to the Coakley Landfill at
the direction of the City of Portsmouth.

Please contact me if you have any questions, or need
further information. '

Very trul ours,
——7233Q1ﬁu
Robert L. Gulley

RLG/aam
Enclosures

cc: Mr. Bruce L. Jernigan
Ms. Linda K. Tyler
William G. Hutton, Esq.



Attachment

Booth Fisheries Corporation
National Sea Products, Inc.
Bournival, Inc.

Brady Ford Sales

Bruno & Stillman, Inc.

Custom Pools, Inc.

Data General Corporation
Davidson Interior Trim
Diaphragm Industries, Inc.

Erie Scientific Company-
Edwards Toyota

Fuel Storage Corporation

Gold Bond Building Products
Gypsum Haulage, Inc.

MAACO Auto Painting Body Specialist
Palmer - Chenard Industries, Inc.
Post Machinery Company, Inc.
Port City Nissan

Public Service of New Hampshire
Ralph Truck Sales

Sanel Auto Parts

Seacoast VW and Mazda

Simplex Wire & Cable Company
Stratham Tire, Inc.

Taccetta Chevrolet, Inc.

Yudy's of Portsmouth, Inc.
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PORTSMOUTH ACCOUNTS (cop't)

GREAT

Mr. Nick Pappas P“

The Parts Place

-Patriots Park
Pebble Beach Hotel

Pet Emporium

Plzza Hut Lafayette Road

Plzza Hut Woodbury Avenue

Port City Datsun

Povt City Ciass

Port City Motei

Portland Glass

vPoptsmouth Americéﬁ"ieéioh'”

" PorfEméuth  Npts. T T
" Portsiiouth” Country” Club
" Portsmouth  Herald "

- portsmouth ‘Manor - -

- Portamouth--Produce Comapany

-Portsmouth~$chool—Dept. (Do

- Pogt - Machinery—Company

- PreSCott Park——- . oo
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Schiller Stati
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Sousa Islington Street

e e ———— ..
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Star Sport Center
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